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no, lib. IV. cap. 16.5 10. Teſtimonium quodyis, * wa 
A primaria veritate remotius, ed minorem vim habet. 
Rem ipſam, five exiſtentiam ejus primariam voco yeri- 
tatem. Si quis famae integerrimae ſe eam comperiſſe 


teſtificabitur, ampliſſimum crit teſtimonium: Si alius 
«<< vero, cujus non minus ſpectata eſt fides, ſe id ab eo 
d excepiſſe dixerit, teſtimonium illad minus erit-yali- 
e «+ dum; & quidem multd minus, {1 tertius affirmayeric 
ee rem didicille ab co. qui eam auditione ab alter ac- 
 «« cepit, Hinc patet, in veritatibus quas per. tradi-. 
tionem accipimus, proximum-qguemque eas alteri re- 
fſtrentem te ſtimonii iſtiur vim imminuere. Et quod 
pures ii ſunt,; per quos ad alios ſucceſſivè perferun- 
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And as there can be no Demonſtration of the Revelation itſelf, ſo nei- 
ther can there be any of its Conveyance to Poſterity, much leſs that this 
or that has been conveyed intire to diſtant Times and Places; eſpecially. if 
a Revelation be of any Bulk, and which may have gone through the Hands 
| of Men, who not only in the dark Ages of ! $a Church, but even in the Be- 
ginning, if we may judge by the Number of 1 pay Paſſages, and'everr 
W 2 ed Books, were capable of any pious Fraud: Nay, the very Nature of 
Zh Probability is ſuch, that were it only left to Time itſelf, even that would“ 
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. I libro cui titulus, Theo/ograe Chriftianae prine' | 
ratur quod, << Probabilitas hiſtorica, ab uno hiſtorico 
e per unam tantüm teſtium ſeriem tranſmiſa, quam. +. 
vis contiund decreſcat, in nullo tamen tempore dato ' 8 
penitus cyaneſcir.” Attamen auctor noſter conſtſt m 
pro conceſſo, vel priùs demonſtrato, ſumit, Quamvis 
nunquam penitus evaneſcat probabilitas hiſtorica, ta. 
men in progreſſu temporis tam exigua redditur, ut ii. 
Alus vim animus vix percipere poſſit Et poſtea pergit, 
Prop. XVIII. Probl. XI. Temporis ſpatium defini- 
ite in quo hiſtoriæ Chriſti ſcriptz probabilitas evaneſ- 
cet, ſeil. anno Chriſti ter 5 E- centeſimo quin- 
_ *, quageſimo.” Quamvis nomen Domini Craig magni 
aecſtimo, utpote viri reverendi, qui bonis literis, pracſertim 
Matheft inſerviit; hic tamen mihi hallucinari vide- 
tur, & calculos ſuos hypotheſi erroneà conſtruxiſſe; 
quem errorem illum poſtea vidiſſe, multa ſunt quae me 
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XI. Pro rerum diverſitate, diverſa quoque ſunt pro- 
bandi genera, alia in Mathematicis, alia de affectioni- 
bus co orum, e alia ubi facti eſt quaeſtio. Demonſtra- 
tio mathematica nec eſt exſpectanda nec poſtulanda re- 
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Wear it quite out, at leaſt if it be true what Mathematicians pretend to de- 
monſtrate, viz.. That the Probability of Facts depending on human Tefti- ; 
mony, muſt gradually leſſen in proportion to the Diſtance of the Time whe 
they were done. And we haye a Reverend Divine who bath publiſhed, as 
de thinks, a Demonſtration of this, with Relation to the Facts recorded im 
- Scripture; and has gone fo far as to fix the preciſe Time, when all the 
1 Probability of the Truth of the Hiſtory of Chriſt will be entirely ſpent and 
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exhauſted. Chriſtianity as old as the Creation, 8 vo, p. 163. 
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bend. Hie eyidentia nituntur magna hominum in ter- 
is negotia; et ſi in rebus alis hic*meritd fruamur, in 
is quoque quae ad religionem pertinent certè fufficiat. 


XII. In rebus geſtis, quae per evidentiam moralem 
apud nos compertae fit, teſtimonio ſemper opus faerit ; | 
hujuſmodi tamen evidentia non totam eus vim 4 teſti- 
monio excipit ; alia multa conſideranda veniunt, quibus 
robabilſtatis momentum vel augeatur vel minuatur. Pro- 
abilitas ergo hiſtorica non reckè deducitut, e flit te- 
ftimoniis aliorum, qui ſuam dffirmant ob fer vatibnem 
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XIII. QuanDo cvNngue de probabilitatis hiſtoricae 
ſulpicione diſſerere aggredimut; accurate diſtinguendum 
eſt inter ſuſpicionem a nerd poſſibilitate phyſicd, et 
ſuſpicionem ab a/zqud causd poſſtibd verdque deriva- 
2 tam, quae, vel ad teſtium peritiam et fidelitatem, vel ad 
—_ aliquem ipſius teſtimonii defectum, pertinet : prioris ge- 
= neris ſuſpicio nec aſſenſum nec actionem ' determinare 
debet; ut ſatis demonſtravit, vir ille celeberrimus, Hum- 
fredus Ditton, in libro ſemper admirando de Reſar- 
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XIV. Evipenrtra moralis in duas claſſes in ab ſo- 
lutam, icil. et imper fectam rite partita eſt. Eviden- 
ria moralis abſoluta omnem aufert ſuſpicionem; in hac 
mens noſtra abſolute acquieſeit, ubi res nec ſenſu nec 
demonſtratione pereipiuntur. Et cùm quaedam effata 
moralia aequs "cry ſint ac mathematica ; propoſi- 
tiones ex hiſce legitimè deductae, acque certae ſunt ac 
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3 XV. TESTI UN auctoritas pro noti eorum fam? 
vel nomine ſemper valebit; teſfimoniique momentum eſt 
in ratione peritiae, cautionis et integritatis teſtium: 
| 25 tantum evidentiae moralis nobis deeſt, quantum 
fupicionis de iſta peritia, cautione vel integritate habe- 
mus. Omnes itaque calculi hac hypotheſi innitentes, 
„ þ lager Zaminas jus  babent aequale ut cre- 
, neceſſariò ſunt erronei, communique hominum 
Fonſenſui contrarii; qui in quibuſlibet vitae hujus negotiis 

, determinandis, teſtium notae famae vel nominis ratio- 
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wor dicendas: atque numerus et auctoritas teſtium, 
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XVII. Sr teſtium numerus et auctoritas ſolùm con- 

ſideranda ſint in ejuſmodi calculis, quibus probabilitatis 

vel ſuſpicionis vires determinari ſolent; tum nec diminui- 
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XI. SI teſtimonium primum in ſcriptis iſſum 

tuerit, aſſenſus erit in ratione a evidentiae nobis 
oblatae, qu? | int virifide digi; 

du dque autographa, vel eorum _— ria jam in manibus 
noſtris, ſint genuina et authentica. Si haec itaque pro com- 

pertis habeamus, tum proximo quoque illorum teſtimo- 

nio fruimur, qui res factas enarrant, quas oculi 
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bus percepere: unde oritur nobis probabilitas, qui fun- 
datur mentis aſſenſio, rectae rationi penitus congruens; 
gquandoquidem em ip ſam, ſiue ejus exiſtentiam, quae | 
8 Þ a auctore Clar iſſimo Tentam. de intel. human. ve- 
rita prinaria vocatur, teneamus. Et fi ejus verba in lo- 
co ſi citato attentè perpendantur, perſuaſum habeo, 
non ſeriptis, ſed viva voce traditis ea referenda eſſe. 
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| "i 1 veteres 1 nobis perlegi videntur, res ge 
expendimus ac ſi ab ipſis teſtibus primariis nobis e- 
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t mille, probabilitatis ejus dimidium non amirter: ſin autem per varias ex- 
emplarium ſucceſſiones tranſmiſſum fuerit; probabilitas in iſto temporis in- 
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